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Coal and
Oil Sands
Depositsin
Alberta

I:I Bituminous coal

I:I Sub-bituminous coal

Oil sands recoverable
using in situ techniques
I:I Oil sands mineable area

A long history

This image, taken in 1930 in Coal Valley, Alberta
shows coal miners doing their mining in a
slightly less high tech way compared to today.
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..the economy

Mining in Alberta contributes billions of dollars to the Alberta economy
- employing more than 100,000 people in our province (including oil
sands mining). Mining companies pay taxes and royalties, which are
fees to the Alberta government for accessing the coal, bitumen, gravel,
diamond and other ore being mined.
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Whether it is careers in geology, environmental research, reclamation,
engineering, heavy duty mechanics and truck driving - there are
careers in mining. Not only that, some of the most high-tech work in
Alberta - computer modeling, geographic information systems (GIS)
mapping, even drone flying - are needed in Alberta’s mining sector.

..the environment

Like all of Alberta’s natural resources industries, there is no question
that mining has an environmental impact - especially the footprint’
created during the mining process. It isimportant (and required)
that mining companies ensure reclamation is considered before,
during and after mining is completed. Since our natural resources
belong to us, Albertans, it is important that we expect companies to
reclaim the land. It it also important that we expect them to find ways
to continuously improve techniques and technologies so our natural
resources can be developed for generations to come, and that our
environment remains healthy and sustainable.

Some of the world'’s
largest trucks are used in
Alberta’s oil sands mining
operations. The tires
alone are taller than two
people, and cost about
$50,000 each. Oil sands
miners are even testing
autonomous (driverless!)
heavy haulers!
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