
Careers Education Summit for the Boreal Region
On October 17-18th, 2017 Inside Education brought the 
8th rendition of the Alberta Boreal Careers (ABC) Project 
to the Lac La Biche region in Alberta! Since  the beginning 
of the project in 2013, ABC has been to Grande Prairie, 
Conklin, Whitecourt and Peace River regions as well.

ABC is a careers education program designed for junior 
and senior high school students living in and around the 
boreal region of Alberta. Through ABC, students are able 
to explore the variety of natural resource related careers 
in northern Alberta, allowing for them to begin planning 
their career paths. Students are given the opportunity to 
engage with professionals working in the boreal region, to 
explore opportunities for careers in the region and to 
have day-in-the-life experiences in these careers.

Inside Education believes in inspiring students to consider 
these career paths as a way to become lifetime stewards 
of their environment and natural resources. By allowing 
students to have first-hand experience with these careers, 
and by providing resources that allow students to make 
informed decisions about their careers, Inside Education 
is proud to support students in searching for their career 
path.

In This Report:
Program Overview 2
Program Partners 2
Participants 3
Program Evaluation 3
Teacher and Student Feedback 4
Summary 4

LAC LA BICHE, AB 
FALL 2017 REPORT

Above photos: Left - Calling Lake student learns about forestry post-secondary education opportunities at NAIT
Centre - Learning Clicks gets everyone engaged in their career path
Right - Aurora Middle School student figures out how to use wildlife tracking equipment

Program Goals
1. Introduce students to natural resource 

careers
2. Connect students to actual employees/

employers to ask questions
3. Understand a sense of work life in the 

boreal
4. Identify the career planning steps 

required to work in these sectors



Thank you to 
these generous 

partners!

52 students and 9 teachers from 5 schools in the Lac La Biche area participated in the two-day ABC Project 
on October 17-18th 2017. The program ran as follows:

Program Overview

Thank you also to the professionals from the following 
organizations who donated their time and expertise:

• Portage College
• Devon Canada
• Government of Alberta
• Learning Clicks
• Northern Alberta Institute of Technology
• Lakeland College
• CAREERS: The Next Generation
• Lakeland Agricultural Research Association
• Work Wild
• First Nations Technical Services Advisory Group
• University of Alberta



Participant 
Schools
Aurora Middle School, 
Lac La Biche
J.A. Williams High 
School, Lac La Biche
Ecole Plamondon, 
Plamondon
St. Paul Outreach 
School, St. Paul
Calling Lake School, 
Calling Lake

Program Evaluation
Teachers and students were given the opportunity to evaluate the Alberta Boreal 
Careers Project through an online survey. This information is of utmost value as we 
continually develop and improve our youth summits.

ABC Lac La Biche 2017 participants after their tour of the Devon Jackfish site and 
camp

100% of 
respondents feel 
aware of natural 
resource career 
opportunities 

post-ABC

84% of 
respondents are 
excited by the 

career 
possibilities in 
Alberta’s boreal 

region

91% of 
respondents would 
recommend ABC 
to other teachers 

and students

Learning Clicks

Careers Round 
Tables

Careers in Motion 
Workshops

Overnight - Conklin 
Lodge

Devon Jackfish 
Tour and Site Visit

Inside Education 
lead activities



Successes:
• Variety of professionals 

who supported the 
program

• Participation by both 
junior and senior high 
school students

• Participation by schools 
from 4 different 
communities and school 
divisions

Next Steps
• Continue developing 

program to meet specific 
needs of both junior and 
senior high students

• Incorporate more 
outdoor experiences into 
the program 

• More in depth job 
shadow experiences

Teacher and Student Feedback
“This experience you gave us was once in a 
lifetime…I would recommend this to other students.” 
- Zaina Bary, Student, Aurora Middle School

“It was a great experience because i got to see all 
the jobs and some i didn't know about until after the 
trip.” - Marcus Biron, Student, Aurora Middle School

“My students are still talking about this experience 
and how amazing it was.” - Shane Ennest, Teacher, 
Ecole Plamondon School

“I believe the conference is a great opportunity and 
venue for students to make the connection between 
learning and the workplace.” - Lisa Dribnenki, Staff, 
J.A. Williams High School

Program Summary
Inside Education is proud to have 
hosted yet another successful ABC 
Project in Lac La Biche, Alberta. The 
variety of schools, students and 
professionals involved were all deemed 
to be great successes for ABC 2017.

Moving forward, Inside Education will use the feedback and experiences from this fall to continue developing 
the program to fit the specific needs of both junior and senior high school student’s by considering the 
different career planning stages students may be at. Inside Education strives to incorporate more time 
outdoors experiencing the boreal forest, so students can develop the connection between our natural 
resources and careers..

Careers in natural resources in the boreal region of Alberta are one of the ways in which students can choose 
to show lifetime environmental stewardship. By learning about the local career opportunities and the strong 
ties between their own communities and Alberta’s natural resources, students are able to develop their career 
path from an informed and conscientious perspective. The program was so successful that the next ABC 
Project will take place in Spring 2018 in yet another boreal community in Alberta!

For further information please contact 
Steve McIsaac, Executive Director (smcisaac@insideeducation.ca) 
Kathryn Wagner, Program Director (kwagner@insideeducation.ca)

Students at ABC Lac La Biche 2017 try out radiotelemetry with the Natural 
Resources Technician program at Portage College.
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