
AM I A TREE AT ALL?
Does your plant have these  
three characteristics?

☐ Trunk: A large single stem
☐ Bark: A hard outer layer
☐ Wood: A solid inside
If yes, congratulations, it’s a tree!

Cones
Needleleaf
Evergreen

(Circle ONE)

Loses Leaves,
Broadleaf,

Flowers, Catkins,
or Fruit

Coniferous OR Deciduous

Draw your plant

LEAF SHAPES & PATTERNS
Different types of leaves and how they grow are often the best way to tell trees apart.
Check all of the characteristics that apply to your tree.

Worksheet 1 

What Tree Could I Be?
Am I a tree at all?

Does your plant have these three characteristics? 
If yes, congratulations, it’s a tree! 

 Trunk: A large single stem 
 Bark: A hard outer layer 
 Wood: A solid inside 

Leaf Shapes & Patterns
Different types of leaves and how they grow are often the best way to tell trees apart. 

 Check all of the characteristics that apply to your tree. 

 Needleleaf  Single Needles  Clustered Needles  Needle Pairs 
(Sheathed) 

 Square Needles  Flat Needles  Broadleaf  Alternate 

 Opposite  Compound  Teeth 
(coarse or fine) 

 Lobed 

 Oblong  Oval/Ovate  Triangular/Heart  Round 

Coniferous OR Deciduous
Circle 
ONE* 
Alberta 

has 
one

 type of 
tree 
which 

is both.
 Do you 
know 
what 
type?

Cones 
Needleleaf
Evergreen

Loses Leaves 
Broadleaf

Flowers, Catkins, or 
Fruit

Draw your plant here: 
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COMMON ALBERTA TREE SPECIES

Which common Alberta species is most like yours?  
Check next to the species with the most similar characteristics. If you think it’s an 
exact match circle your checkmark.

Worksheet 2 

Common Alberta Tree Species 
Which common Alberta species is most like yours? Check next to the species with the most similar 

characteristics. If you think it’s an exact match circle your checkmark.  

 Black Spruce 
 or 
 White Spruce 

  Cones   Needleleaf    Single Needles   Square Needles 

 Lodgepole Pine 
 or 
 Jack Pine 

  Cones   Needleleaf      Needle Pairs 

 Balsam Fir 

  Cones   Needleleaf      Single Needles    Flat Needles 

 Tamarack Larch 

  Cones   Needleleaf      Clustered Needles 

 Balsam Poplar 

  Broadleaf  Alternate     Fine Curved Teeth    Oval Shape 

 Aspen Poplar 

  Broadleaf  Alternate      Fine Curved Teeth    Ovate Shape 

 White Birch 

  Broadleaf  Alternate   Coarse Teeth      Ovate Shape 
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